
Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses [who by faith have testified to the truth of God’s absolute 
faithfulness], stripping off every unnecessary weight and the sin which so 
easily and cleverly entangles us, let us run with endurance and active 
persistence the race that is set before us, 
2 [looking away from all that will distract us and] focusing our eyes on Jesus, 
who is the Author and Perfecter of faith [the first incentive for our belief and 
the One who brings our faith to maturity], who for the joy [of accomplishing 
the goal] set before Him endured the cross, disregarding the shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God [revealing His deity, His 
authority, and the completion of His work].
3 Just consider and meditate on Him who endured from sinners such bitter 
hostility against Himself [consider it all in comparison with your trials], so that 
you will not grow weary and lose heart.

1. Pack only the necessary essentials for survival - You will use all of it. 
- Hardship produces Patience

2. Even though you think you are physically prepared - you are tested 
beyond your limits - it produces Endurance.

3. Proof of Character. 
4. Hope that we were about the finish and “did hard things” and lived 

to tell about it.

Romans 5:3 And not only this, but [with joy] let us exult in our sufferings and 
rejoice in our hardships, knowing that hardship (distress, pressure, trouble) 
produces patient endurance; 4 and endurance, proven character (spiritual 
maturity); and proven character, hope and confident assurance [of eternal 
salvation]. 5 Such hope [in God’s promises] never disappoints us, because 
God’s love has been abundantly poured out within our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who was given to us.
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